Considerable effort has been made worldwide to disseminate information and provide technical assistance to encourage the adoption and implementation of the water safety plan (WSP) methodology. Described since the third edition of the World Health Organization (WHO) Guidelines for Drinking-water Quality, a WSP provides guidance for water utilities to ensure the delivery of safe drinking water and protect health. Attention is now being given to understand the success of efforts to advance adoption of the WSP methodology in the Latin America and Caribbean (LAC) region. More specifically, there is interest in knowing how early adopters developed strategies to implement the WSP methodology and what challenges exist for further implementation. To better understand adoption and implementation trends, key informants from five LAC countries were interviewed and case studies were developed to reveal the diversity of WSP approaches applied in the region. Results indicate that WSP implementation is more widespread than previously reported. Respondents affirmed that the WHO Guidelines for Drinking-water Quality are routinely used as a model for countrylevel drinking-water regulations, which has led to uptake of the WSP methodology.
INTRODUCTION
The water safety plan (WSP) methodology is one of the most effective ways to systematically guarantee the safety of drinking water (WHO ). The methodology recommends a preventive risk management approach that incorporates system assessment, operational monitoring, and the development of improved management plans. It guides water utilities and partners to focus on all stages of the water supply system -from catchment to the point of use by consumers -instead of only on the operations and infrastructure under the control of the utility company.
The objectives of the WSP methodology are to protect source waters (i.e. watersheds and aquifers); optimize operations to improve the disinfection process; and prevent recontamination during storage, distribution and household management. The WSP approach is based on principles and concepts applied in other risk management systems such as This paper is in the public domain: verbatim copying and redistribution of this paper are permitted in all media for any purpose, provided this notice is preserved along with the paper's original DOI. Anyone using the paper is requested to properly cite and acknowl 
METHODS
To better understand WSP adoption and implementation trends in the LAC region, we gathered information about the WSP/LAC Network -whose goal is to promote the improvement of drinking-water supply systems in the region through the implementation and accelerated development of the WSPs -as well as about WSP implementation in specific countries in the region. We reviewed WSP/LAC Network documents and incorporated historical observations from the network's interactions with country-level WSP activities. We also interviewed key informants from five LAC countries -Jamaica, Brazil, Honduras, Peru and Costa Rica -to reveal the diversity of approaches being applied during WSP implementation in the region. Key informants were chosen based on their
• proven leadership in promoting preventive risk management approaches in their respective countries,
• participation in WSP/LAC Network events, and • willingness to participate in unstructured interviews.
Key informant interviews were conducted with representatives from universities, national water and sanitation utilities, national water agencies and national water committees. The key informant interviews were conducted individually and focused on the following topics: Awareness:
• How respondents and their agencies were exposed to information about the WSP methodology and the WSP/ LAC Network.
Implementation and Adoption Strategies:
• Whether the WSP methodology had been adopted (and if so, what were the strategies to include the methodology in drinking-water regulations and implementation).
• What difficulties and barriers were encountered in adoption and implementation of the WSP methodology.
Lessons learned, recommendations and next steps:
• What are the important lessons, recommendations, and next steps for the WSP/LAC Network and others to encourage dissemination, adoption, and implementation. 
